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Understanding how humans perceive cause and effect in visual events has long intrigued philosophers and scientists. A new study in primates reveals the neural correlates of perceived causality at the single-cell level, but in an unexpected place -the motor system.
Clap your hands: we have all learned how to do this when we were very young, babies in fact, most likely from our parents or siblings. Clapping is a milestone for the developing infant that, beyond motor coordination, involves the perception of causality: two hands, stopping each other in mid-flight, cause that unmistakable sound. The inference of causality provides structure to a dynamic visual world, is crucial for successful manipulations of it (Figure 1) , and shapes the way we describe it: she pulls the cloth off the table; he kicks the door shut; the waves rock the boat. Indeed, babies as young as 6 or 7 months of age appear to discern causality in abstract visual displays such as the launching stimulus, in which one object is seen to cause another object to move by crashing into it [1, 2] . These findings fueled debates started by the father of the field, the Belgian psychologist Albert Michotte [3] . On the basis of spontaneous reports of subjects seeing launching stimuli, Michotte proposed that the detection of causality is an immediate, visual process, rather than a reflective, cognitive one, and that it is innate, rather than acquired through learning [4, 5] . 
